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society, while he was yet speaking, requested my consent
to announce a few lectures from roe on astronomy as a
continuation of the series given under the auspices of the
society. I consented to make the experiment by announc-
ing one lecture for the following Monday evening, and
added in my announcement to the audience, that if they
were pleased, we would then try the experiment who
should tire first, they in listening or I in lecturing.

In revolving in rny mind the various means by which
I might interest my hearers, the thought struck me that if
I could present to the eye some of the magnificent pic-
tures in the heavens revealed by the powerful telescopes
of Europe, and thus illustrate each lecture with appropriate
telescopic views, the subject might possibly be rendered
sufficiently interesting to draw out an audience. The
mechanical means of preparing these representations were
now to be invented. My books furnished me with many
beautiful plates exhibiting the figure of the objects which
I wished to present to my audience, arid a small telescope
in my possession gave me the opportunity of verifying in
some instances the accuracy of these delineations.

After many abortive efforts a plan finally suggested
itself which in the end more than realized my fondest ex-
pectations. I succeeded in forming within a box a power-
fully and equably illuminated surface. In front of this
surface, and in the same box, I interposed an opaque sur-
face which had wrought upon it and through it the figure
of the object I designed to represent. The light from the
illuminated surface behind only appeared as it shone
through the cuttings or piercings which formed the figure
to be exhibited. By the interposition of colored screens
my light was tempered to any color or shade which might
be desired. Highly delighted with the success of my
machinery, I prepared rapidly and easily the illustrations
which were to accompany and elucidate my first lecture.
I selected as my first subject Laplace's Cosmogony, his
celebrated nebular hypothesis by means of which he ac-
counts for the formation of the universe.

The subject was novel and of itself deeply interesting.L , . , We \v<*re really Hternry
